260                         Caste.

sage, and Visvamitra, figures very largely in Hindu
legend. Briefly, it is as follows: One day the Kshatriya
king, Visvamitra, visited the hermitage of Visishtha, by
whom he was entertained in a right royal manner, and
was surprised to find that the bountiful provision, of
which he and his followers had partaken, had been given
by a wonder-working cow which belonged to the hermit
King-like, Visvamitra wished for her, offered a million
other cows, or even his kingdom in exchange, but the
Brahman steadily refused to yield his treasure. The
king tried to drive her away, but she would not move.
The cow asked her owner if it was his wish for her to
go, otherwise no power could move her. The Brahman,
intimating that he had no wish to part with her, her
appearance suddenly changed, and the calm and quiet
cow became a powerful army, which put the king's
troops to flight. The king immediately gave up his
opposition, and betook himself to prayer, meditation,
and asceticism, by virtue of which, in process of time,
he obtained the coveted position of Brahmanhood."
Marvellous stories are told of the fervour of Visvamitra's
austerity. On one occasion Dharma (religion), assuming
the form of Visishtha, visited the ascetic and asked
for food. The man brought it, and Dharma then told
him to wait a little. Returning at the close of a hun-
dred years, and finding him still standing there, he said :
" I am pleased with thee, O Brahman rishi ; " by which
the desired effect was accomplished, and the Kshatriya
became a Brahman.

Visvamitra, thus raised to the position of a Brahman,
is regarded as the author of many Vedic hymns, and,
chief of all, the mysterious, awe-inspiring Gayatri.
This change of caste has greatly perplexed the later
exponents of Hinduism. How was it possible ? In